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Retirement of Mrs Harkins
and Mr Lowe

DearParent/Guardian,
Welcome to our Summer Newslettdr.
hope that you will enjoy reading abaut
and sharing our pride in all that our
young people have achieved in the

second half of this year! On 30" June we celebrated the
retirement of two remarkable members
As the school year draws to aclose, we of St . Patrickoés Col

say good luck and goodbye to our and Mrs Christina Harkins.

school leavers. Many of them have

been with us since Year 8 and we have We said slan go faillto our longest
enjoyed watching them grow and serving male teacher, Mr Paul Lowe
develop into confident young people. after 31 years in St

| would like to take this opportunity to ~ Mr Lowe joinedt he st aff of
thank you for your continued support in September 1995, taking over as Head
and to wish you and your family a very of Business Studies in 199& few

pleasant Summer holiday. years laterMr Lowe was appointed as
Head of Sixth Form and more recently

P Fitzpatrick Head of ICT in 2023.

Principal

Mr Lowe played a big part in the
extracurricular aspects of school life,



particularly managing the Gaelic Peace of Mind Proaramme
football teamdgor many years.

e : _ T PEACEPLUS
Mrs Christina Harkins, our Assistant e o
Principal, is retiring after 21 years at St % | ‘ =
Pat r,ihaving meviously taught in
Yorkshire and in Bangor, Co Down.

Mrs Harkins hasheld many posts of
responsibility over the past 21 years
including Year 12 Tutor, SEN Go
ordinator and Head of Teaching and
Learning. She took on the role of
Pastoral Care Gordinator in themidi-
2010s a role she has continued to fulfil
to this day. Her mostlemanding role
camewhen she was appointed Assistant
Principal in 2013.

We thank Mr Lowe and Mrs Harkins for
their outstanding service and wish them
both a very rewarding and enjoyable,
well-earned retirement.

Head Pupils appointed!
PEACEPLUS

Congratulations to our new Head PEACEPLUS
Students for 2026/27!

Well done to our Year 8 & 9 students for
completing the skwe e k OPeace
Mi nddé Progr amme.

Our new Head Girl is Julia Lawicka and
Head Boy is Erik Zelina.

Our Deputy Head Girl is Rachel Gillan
and the Deputy Head Boy is Leo Binoy.

The Head Students are responsible for |
leading the School Committee. In their
roles, they will be expected to perform
weekly duties to ensure the safety and
wellbeing of their fellow students.

We wish Julia, Erik, Rachel and Leo
every success in their roles next year!

Pictured are pupils from Bempoand 8
Kells with their completion certificates.



PEACEPLUS

Northern Ireland - Ireland

Students explored
relationships, healthy social media use
and managing emotions.

PEACEPLUS

Northern Ireland - Ireland

Codunded by the

|&5
ion | UK Government

Thank you to all the facilitators.

PEACEPLUS

Northern Ireland - 1

positive Open Night 2026

Thank you to everyone who visited St
Patrick's Colleg®n our Open Night on
14" Januaryand to our dedicated staff
and pupils who showcased what makes
St Patrick's such a warm and inclusive
environment.

It was a pleasure to share our school
with so many prospective pupils and
their families, who enjoyed our
activities and work in all departments.



We hopethat everyone who visitelaad
an enjoyable evening and got an insight
into life at our school.

We look forward to seeing many thfe
P7 pupils who came to our Open Night
in Septemberwhen they joinour St
Patrick's Community.

Catholic Schools Week was celebrated
through a number of special assemblies,
events and activities in January.

On Monday, Year 14 students led a
prayer service themed around gratitude,
intercession, silence and adoration.

On Tuesday, Year 13 Mentors and Year
8 pupils worked together on developing
friendships and relationships.

Thursday saw 8 Foyle present an
assembly on resilience, while on Friday
we focused on the joy of the Gospel and
how young people are called to be
missionary disciples who share Christ
through action and word.



The show played to packed houses, with

a performance for local primary schools

Di sney came to St Pwaa8yJangarys folloved bytevesinge n d
of January when our Performing Arts performances on 29and 30, with a
Department presented four matinee to finish on Saturday 81

performances of Beauty and the Beast. January.

Cadhla Crawford was fantastic as Belle,
as was Robert Jakimowidzajda as the
Beast. Other lead players included
Ruairi Hendron, Darius DeBruijn, Cora
Clerkin, Kacie Naungayamnd Scarlett
Sherwood.

The cast were encouraged by the
rapturous response of the audiences and
each performance was a triumph.
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The cast included students from across G ‘N ¥ l ]
the YearGroups from Year 8 to Year 14 - — -
and particular praise must go to Year 8
pupils, who played a number of roles in
the show.

Congratulations to all our estage
actors, singers and dancers, supported
by our own technical crew, stage and
support team.



Activate Your Curiosity:

Making Sense of Science

A group of students from 10 Foyle
attended the annual Activate Your
Curiosity: Making Sense of Science
event at The Braid Arts Centre.

/":“»’
L?)seAGATE

Seagate stores
infinite potential

The students listened to a small talk
from representatives from a global data
storage company, Seagate Technology.
The students then completed a task
using Virtual Reality technology. They
listened to a TED talk from Professor
Dimitrious Lamprou on the héh
benefits of cacao and how this natural

with the preparations of his car, running
the team and the wide range of jobs
available in motorsport with STEAM
backgrounds.

Mgt ")
Par tners
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Our students were brilliant throughout

but the highlight of the day was when

our own student, Peter Kato, was

awarded the Seagate Technology prize
for the best use of Technology at the
event. Congratulations, Peter and well
done to all our students who topart!

food source can have a positive impact | N A=E1EE48\lele] ¢ Tl =] a V=T

on diet and medicine. They received
another TED talk from conservational
biologist, Dr Neil Reid on the

importance of STEAM (Science,

Technology, Engineering, the Arts and
Mathematics) for helping to discover
new species and to protect our
environment and existing rare animals.
Phoenix Gas provided interesting talks
and tasks, again highlighting the
importance of STEAM for providing

their service.

Finally, the students took part in a live
auditorium chat with Formula 4 racing
driver Rowan Campbelilling who
was speaking from the pit lane at the
Abu Dhabi race circuit. Rowan gave an
insight into the importance of STEAM
6

A
Some of our Year 14 pupils who took
part in Mock Interviews

On 2T January our Year 14 students
participated in mock interviews.

These interviews allow pupils to
develop and refine answers to questions



and improve nonverbal communication
and delivery.

It was a great experience to build
confidence and get accustomed to the
interview environment.

Well done to all students and also thank
you to our interviewers, who gateeir
time to participate.

| d O
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At the start of Februarywe honoued St
Brigid, a symbol of light, renewal,
kindness and protection. A day rooted
deep in lIrish tradition, marking the
return of longer days, new beginnings
and hope for the year ahead.

May her blessing be on our homes, our
school, our families and all the roads we
travel.

La Fhéile Bride sona daoibh
(Happy St Brigid©os

Year 10 Construction
Careers Bootcamp

Year 10 pupi |l s
swapped their textbooks for blueprints
during an immersive Construction

Careers Bootcamp at the Carrickfergus
Civic Centrein February

The interactive event offered students a
handson look at the diverse
opportunities  within ~ the  built
environment, from traditional trades to
high-tech surveying and project
management.

The day was a result of a successful
partnership betweerMid and East
Antrim Borough Council, CITB NI
(Construction Industry Training Board)
and RICS (Royal Institution of
Chartered Surveyors.)

TH8ugh tpRictidal® WworkdHops) and
engaging demonstrations, the students
gained valuable insights into the skills
required to shape the landscapes of
tomorrow. The bootcamp highlighted

fror



the vital role the construction sector
plays in the Iocal economy, Ieaving the

career built on innovation and
teamwork.

Our Year 12 Formal was held at the
Rosspark Hotel in Kells in February.

Everybody had a greag
and dancing and it was a very enjoyable
and memorable evening for all of our
Year 12 students, who all looked very
glamorous!



Euan Hamill visit Year 12 Art Workshop

On 16" February,the Year 12 GCSE
Art and Design students took part in an
artist workshop led by Helen Bradley, a
local artist who specialises in mixed
media drawings.

Helen initially talked to the students
about her work and approach to
drawing. After this introduction
students had the opportunity to work on
Helen's style and create collaged
interiors using a combination of images
as well as pens, paints and pastels.

On 17" February,we welcomed back
Euan Hamill, our past pupil and former
Head Boy.

Euan gave us an insight into his
Biomedical Engineering degree at
Ulster University and offered the
yearl3s/14s some encouragement in
terms of how to approach student life
and higher education.

It was great to see Euan again, and we
would love to see more of our former
students come in for a catch up in the
near future. If you would be interested
in coming in to tell us about your
journey, please get in touch.

The students produced some excellent
work, which went on toform part of
their exam project portfolio.



On behalf of the Art Department we
would like to thank Helen for the

workshop and congratulate the students

on all their lovely work!

Beyond Skin Percussion

Workshor

On 18" February we hosted a
percussion workshop in collaboration
with Beyond Skin

One of the world's greatest Chinese
percussionists, the popular Beibei Wang
along with Mike Skelton took pupils
from St Patrick's College and Dunclug
College on a musical journey through
the drumcymbaland gong.

1C

A truly fantastic daywas enjoyed by
everyone in attendance.

Year 11, 12, 14 Performing
Arts workshop with Peter

Creative Industries Weetook place in
February and on 17" February our
Performing Arts students went to the
Braid Arts Centre, where they attended
a workshop withsinger, actor, director
and producer Peter Corry and his
Belfast School Of Performing Arts

With their immersive workshop, Peter
and his team gave pupils from
Cambridge House Grammar Schaab



St Patrick'san insight into just how
varied a career in the arts can be, on
stage, screen or behind the scenes.

Science visit to Saint Gobai
Exterior Solutions

In February, Mrs McAleer and Mr
O'Kane accompanied a group of Year
12 Science students to Saint Gobain
Exterior Solutions (formerly
Kilwaughter Minerals) for a site visit in
Larne.

Our students received a tour of their

Research and Development department

and completed some interesting tasks
using Saint Gobain products. Despite
the cold and wet weather, a tour of the
Quarry was also completed and the
students got to inspect some ofeth
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heavy excavation equipment. A tour of
the Quality Assurance department was
completed before returning to school.

This was a valuable and insightful trip
which highlighted the wide range of
employment opportunities available

with STEAM qualifications.

Taster Day at CAFRE
Loughry campus

In early March, eme of our KS4
students enjoyed a taster day at N.I
College for Agriculture Food and Rural
EnterpriseDiscover CAFRELoughry
Campus.

Pupils were presented with some
information about the Food Industry in
Northern Ireland before getting to work
with Food Technologists in the Food
Technology and Innovation Centres.




Students were dressed appropriately in T E_S
their PPE and got to have a go at sausage p 4
making T with varying degrees of [
success. They also enjoyed learning the -
science behind sensory analysis and |
how this information is used by
technologists involved in product
development.

Pupils were able to share their thoughts
about their chosen books with their
peers, promoting discussion and
enthusiasm for reading.

Pupils finished the day learning about
Food Industry careers and had the
opportunity to chat with some current
students from the College.

Everyone really enjoyed the day it
was a fun, interesting and memorable
experience for all.

World Book Day, 5" March

For World Book Day, pupils were given
the opportunity to read a book that they o
were interested in, allowing them to  Pupilsin 8 Kells and 8 Tempo were

explore different genres and authors. exploring Superheroes in Drama and
so they paid a visit to the Library on
This encouraged a love of reading and World Book Day

helped develop their imagination,
vocabulary and comprehension skills.

12



Seachtain na Gaeilge Year 10 NRC Vehicle
Pipeline Challenge

Congratulations to our Year 10 pupils

who represented the school brilliantly at
theRotary Club STEM event hosted by

NRC in March. In a race against the

On 12" March Mrs McNamee clock, our teams competed against other
organised a special extended break time local Ballymena schools to build the

where our whole school community most efficient pipeline vehicle.

enjoyed live Irish traditional music,

dance and food in celebration of St
Pat r i cdndSachizia ga Geilge

0 all while raising money for Trocaire.

|t wasnobét just about
to manage materials, troubleshoot
mechanical issues, and present their
A huge go raibh mile maith agaibh to final designs to the judges. Our teams

our talented pupils who joined Mrs showed great resilience and some
McNamee, Mrs  Mullan, Mr serjous fAoutside the

McCormick, Mr Gribbin and Mr

Graham in performing a fantastic Well done to all our budding engineers!
selection of jigs and reels. Their music

brought brilliant energy to the school

and helped suppoatvery worthy cause.

Well done to everyone involved!

13



Shared Education event wit

We were delighted to welcome Year 10
pupils from Dunclug College this
morning to continue work on our Shared
Education journey!

Pupils were delighted to meet up again
and focus on the topic of Easter and how
it is celebrated in France.

Pairs au chocolatwere enjoyed during
break and everyone is looking forward
to their next meeting in June!

Year 11 Retreat

Year 11 pupils got an opportunity to
explore their faith through a school
retreaton 30" March

We engaged in discussions, music,
drama, fun games, quiet reflection and
prayer led by the NET Ministries
Retreat team.

14

The retreat gave pupils thehance to
step away from busy school life and
spend meaningful time building
friendships and strengthening their
faith.

Many embraced the opportunity to
share their thoughts openly, listen to
others, and reflect on what truly matters
to them.

We are grateful to the NET Ministries
team for creating such an inspiring
environment, and to our pupils for their
positive attitude and participation. It
was a memorable experience that will
continue to have a lasting impact on all
who took part.



Trécaire Lenten Appeal Kells and Tempofi Ad o p
2026 Spot o Camp

We weredelighted to sharim April that
our school community ltaraised £450
for this yearos Tr -

Under clear, sunny ski@s April, Years

8 & 9 Kells and Tempastudentstook
part in the OAdopt
showing dedication to caring for the
environment and taking pride in their
community by litter  picking,
contributing to a cleaner environment
and a stronger sense of communal
This was a fantastic achievement and a responsibility.

true reflection of the kindness,
compassion, and generosity of our
pupils and staff.

Classes purchased a variety of Trocaire
Gifts of Change including goats, chicks,
school lunches, food and water.

Thank you to everyone who
contributed, supported, and encouraged §
this appeal. '

Every gift will bring hope and
opportunity to families living in

poverty, and a chance to create lasting, \well done to everyone involved!
positive change.

15



We look forward to seeing many of you

Sixth Form.

229 May 1 celebration of

Africa Day in school

On 229May, we were thrilled to host an
incredible lineup of guests for our
Africa Day celebrations, organised in
partnership witlBeyond Skin

On 29" April, we celebrated our Year We welcomed:

12 Leaverso Mass, a meaningful and
reflective occasion where we came =
together as a year group to mark the end ;
of an important chapter.

memories weove mad
webve overcome, an
that have shaped our journey.

Claire, a talented musician from
Zimbabwe

p — / Week
The service was filled with a sense of ., 0
gratitude and hope, as we gave thanks :
for our time together and looked ahead
to the future. Through readings, music,
and moments of reflection, we were |
reminded of how f ajs
the values we carry with us yend
school.

We would Ilike to thank Father
McGinnity for celebrating such a
beautiful and memorable service.

It was an uplifting experience, bringing
everyone together one last time 3"
symbolising both an ending and a new Berkeley, a fantastic visual artist from
beginning. Ethiopia/Eritrea

16
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and Saah from Black Diamond

Initiatives

It was a wonderful experience for our
students, who got a real taste of African
culture, art, and creativity.

The energy in the room went through
the roof when they got to hear some
modern African sounds, including the
hit track "On My Way" by Smack Jay ft.

Daz & Chunky ZM!

A massive thank you to our guests and
Beyond Skin for bringing such a vibrant

celebration of African heritage and art

to our school.

P6 Mini World Cup

A huge thank you to all of the local
primary schools who joined us on
Thursday 28th May for our Mini World
Cup competition. It was wonderful to

17

see so many young players representing
their teams with enthusiasm, teamwork,
and superb sportsmanship.

Congratulations to Portug#éBraidside
Integrated Primary Schoelyvho were
crowned champions after an excitirig 2
1 victory over Brazi(Dunclug Primary
School)in the final! Well done also to
Argentina(Ballymena Primary Schogl)
who secured third place after beating
Mexico (Carniny Primary Schoolip the
third and fourth place playoff.

Congratulations also to  other
participants Spain (
School, Ballymena), Germany (St
Col mcill ebs Pri mar

Ballymena) and France (Mary, Queen
of Peace, Glenravel).

The day was filled with energy, smiles,
and great football. Events like this
highlight just how important physical
activity and enjoyment in sport are for
our young peopl& helping to build
confidence, teamwork, and a lifelong
love of being active.

Thank you again to all schools and staff
who made the event such a success.



Year 1 4 L ea His words of encouragement and prayer
provided a fitting opportunity for our
pupils to reflect on their journey through

St Patricko6s and | o
exciting opportunities that await them.

Despite the rain, spirits remained high
as everyone embraced the challenge of
climbing Slemish together. The walk
provided plenty of laughter,
conversation, and a sense of
achievement as students and staff
supported one another along the way.

The celebrations continued with a well

On 2" June our Year 14 pupils enjoyed deserved lunch and delicious cupcakes
a memorable Day of Celebration at atAdair Arms Hotel.
Slemish Mountain.

Following a morning of reflection and
teambuilding activities, we gathered at
the Mass Rock to celebrate Mass
together. We were delighted to be joined
once again by Fr J
has faithfully celebrated this special
Mass with our Year 14 studenfor
almost a decade.

A particularly special moment of the

day was the opportunity to pay tribute to

Mr Lowe, who will retire from St
Patrickos at the enq
years. Students shared fond memories
and expressed their gratitude for his
years of dedication, and sergito the

school community.

It was a truly special day filled with
reflection, celebration, friendship, and
gratitudé® one that will remain a
cherished memory for our Year 14
students as they prepare to begin the
next chapter of their lives.

18



Take 5 Level 3 Making a Difference’i

Certificate of Achievement

PEARSON
NATIONAL
TEACHING
AWARDS

Mrs Dowrzycz and Mrs King

We arethrilled t h at St Pat
successfully achieved accreditation for
the Level 3 Take 5 Award.

We aredelighted to inform you that St
This achievement recognises our Patri ckods Coll ege ha
ongoing dedication to promoting the Certificate of Achievement in the
mental health and wellbeing of our fiMaki ng a Difference
students, staff, and the wider College 2026 Pearson National Teaching
community. Awards.

Securing Level 3 reaccreditation  This award part of the national Thank
reflects the commitment, collaboration, 3 Teacher Day awards is in

and hard work of everyone who recognition o f our
contributes to fostering a positive, promoting inclusion and emotional
inclusive, and supportive environment security among our pupils. It
where wellbeing remains a priority. acknowledges our work in serving a
diverse student group, among whom
there are many défent needs and a
broad range of individual abilities.

Thank you to everyone who has played
a part in this success.

We are very proud tde making a
difference in the lives of the young
people who come to our school to learn
and we will continue to work to
empower and enable all of our students.

Congratulations, everyone!
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Induction Day for new Year
8 pupils

We hope everyone had a fantastic day
and left feeling excited about the next
stage of their educational journey. We

are looking forward to welcoming them

back in August as they officially begin
their St Patrickoés a

On 12" June we were delighted to

welcome our new Year 8 pupils to St
Patrickoés for their .
wonderful to see so many excited faces A
as the boys and girls spent time getting “*;\L‘

to know their new school, meeting staff
members, and taking part in enjoyabl
activities.

al
e
“

Some of ouiYear 12pupils took a break
from their science revision session to
come and meet the new pupils, offering
a friendly welcome.

We wish all our new pupils and their
families a happy, safe, and enjoyable
summer, and we can't wait to see you all
again soon!
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Niamh Mcllwee achieves

Pope John Paul I Gold

iamh Mcllwee with Fr McGinnity

Congratulations to Niamh Mcllwee on
receiving the Gold Pope John Paul II
Award at the 10am Masms 14" June

The Pope John Paul Il Award

recognises and celebrates the
commitment of young people who
actively contribute to the life of their

school, parish and wider community.
Through participation in a variety of

faith-based, social and community
activities, the Avard encourages the

spiritual, physical, emotional and social
development of young people while
inspiring them to live out their faith

through service to others.

Niamh's dedication, generosity and
commitment have been evident
throughout her journey towards this
prestigious award. Her achievement
reflects not only the many hours of

21

service she hagiven, but also the
positive example she sets for others.

-
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Niah with Mrs Carey

In further recognition of her outstanding
contribution, Niamh will receive the
Papal Cross Award in September, one
of the highest honours associated with
the Pope John
programme.

Paul Il Award

Well done, Niamh, on this fantastic
achievement. We are incredibly proud
of you and wish you every blessing as
you continue your journey of faith and
service.



Take 5 Week Before Sports Dayn Tuesday pupils

enjoyed putting their problessolving

= | 2 (B [E skills to the test by tackling a range of
i) VI $1 ] Al ' riddles duringthe first two periods of
o= VT e e =L the morning

Year 9 STEAM Event

The week beginning ¥5June wag ake

5 Week at Be firsHogus r i kd6s. T . )
was Connect. THT S year 0s (Sciekc& EAM

Technology, Engineering, the Arts and

paired up with so mJ@Nﬁ@lfe'?ufﬁéigtmﬁﬁd"%qngﬁ%‘r@t
normally sit beside and enjoyed a game introduction to STEAM careers for
of 2 Truths and a Lie, helping them Y€ar 9 students and featured haods

make new connections and learn more nteractive  workshops that were
about one another. The activity sparked designed taspark curiosity in science,

plenty of conversation, laughter and technology, —engineering, arts and
curiosity. maths as well asenhance problem

solving, teamwork and creative
thinking, while also giving pupils
practical experience with realorld
concepts in an engaging and memorable
way.

Well done to all the year 9 pupils who
participated in this very enjoyable
event.
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Year 11 Trip to Woodhall

On a beautiful day in late Junaur Year
11 pupils enjoyed a fantastic trip to
Woodhall Outdoor Learning Centre.

From tackling exciting outdoor

challenges and stepping outside their A huge thank you to Nobel Cafe for
comfort zones to working together as a Preparing a delicious  eraf-year
team, the day was filled with fun and reward breakfast for our pupils in Kells
adventure. and Tempo.

Most importantly, they created great
memories with friends that will stay
with them for years to come. What a
brilliant experience and a wonderful day
in the sunshine!

It has been a fantastic year, and every

Reward Breakfast for Kells one of them truly deserved this special
and Tempo treat. Judging by the empty plates, it's

safe to say the breakfast was a big hit!
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